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Dear YFU Friends and Members, diversity, the red earth, the beautiful

animals and of course the sun make
Seasonghange, time flies by and it South Africa sometimes just seems
R2SayQi atz2¢ R2gy TikaradiseNhdbmaaiedzid $ny hoine
and volunteers either. They have city Hamburg, which | love a lot but
been here for ten months now and most of the times the people just

have made quite a few experiences move stressed and hurriedwith

sofar along the way. In this newsle unpleasant looks on their faces
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ter three inbound students wrote
about what they did in their school
holidays two Dutch volunteers talk
about their stay and work herand
the regional director of Gauteng
writes about her YFU training in
Mexico.

While the students were busy having
a good time we were working hard
on finding new host families, prooa

tion, getting the last applications of
0KAa gSINRa
going abroad and Idong for new

places where volunteers could work.
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staying and working with Rynette,
the regional director of Qal Sy 3 ®
been a nice and very rewarding time
Fda 62N Aa TFdzy
quite a bit of South Africa and its
cultures. The hpgpy and laid back
people, the good foodwith its great

8 2 dzy 3

Iy R

through the streets on a normal grey
and rainy day. Jogging in the mer
ing, feeling the sun, getting greeted
by people with smiles on their faces
is just a much nicer start in the day.
Now, please enjoy the newdter.

Warm regards,
Rob(YFU Intern, Gaiteng)

Ld Q//?h host parents and host sister

LQ@S é%i’ £ NI R

Volunteering in Bloemfontein

Maike Geerlink, the Netherlands
Vera Tylzanovski, the Netherlands

We (Vera and Maike) are two valu
teers who work in Bloemfontein.
Maike works in a Youth and Chiddc
recenter and Vera works in an
Aidshouse. We have been asked to
write an article for the YFU newsle
ter, so we thought the best thing is
to start at the beginning.

We both did not want to go to un
versity directly after finishinghigh
school, so we looked around on the
Internet and wefound YFU. A couple
of months and a lot of paperwork
later, we arrived in South Africa.
Now, after seen months of doing
voluntary work we have had a lot of
experiences, good and bad.

To give a better look in our lives, we
give a short example dfow a nao-
mal day looks like.

Vera starts at 7.00 am. She gives
medication or washes patients and
floors or makes the breakfasEvey

day is different in geeral, the one

day she goes with patients to the
hospital, the other she spends time
with the patients. Sometimes she
makes lunch at around 13.00. In the
evening she helps with putting the

Two friends, Vera and Maike



patients to bed after giving medi
cation. Sometimes she washes the
dishes. She usually goes to sleep
between 22.00 and 23.00.

Maike’s work starts at 8.30. TilkDO
she takes care of children who are
not accepted in schools (because of
behavior or other problems). From
13.00 she eats with the children and
helps with homework until 16.00.
The kids can go outside and play till
17.00, some days Maike supervises
them. The kids bath and eat dinner
at 18.30 and go to sleep at 19.30. In
her free time Maike orgarses
projects for the children, like a vale
GAyS ottt 2N I
best experience was Christmas Eve.
Anne, Alice (two other vohteers in
the certer) and she dressed up as
Santa Clause and elves. They went to
the houses in the center and give the
children little gifts. The children were
veryhappy;it was really nice to see.
+SNI Q& o0Sai
and the other volunteer at the
Aidshaise had to take care of 13
children all by themselves for a
couple of days. It was a great exp
rience because she never thought
she could do that but at the end of
the day eveybody was still alive and
the house was still standing.

We hope you have a beit image
now about voluteering South
Africa.

Holidays at the East Coast

Annika Marklein , Germany

Our tour of the April holidays started
with a whole lot of driving, because
we are living in Tzaneen ithpopo
Province) and the main place we
wanted to visit was in the Eastern
Cape.

After driving for two days next to the
Drakensberg of Lesotho, we finally_
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and quiet bay. The next morning,
after sperding some lovely time at
the beach, we drove further on to
Hole in the Wall. We climbed up a
hill next to that huge wall in the sea
having a hole madby water running

through it. It is really a beautiful

S E LIS NR S MePPand Il can jtKadibe yiiollyS

to go there as soon as possible-b
fore anybody will start building
houses there.

The next day we visited Kei River
Mouth and cecided to expand our
trip going to Tsitsikama NatureeR
serve and the Addo Elephant Park.
The Elephant Park was a vebjg
success. | had sifed the Kruger

National Park before enjoying it very

much and seeing a lot of animals, but

the only ore | still wanted to see was
a lion. Before going to this Game

The next day we went to Tsitsikama
Nature Reserve. That is a beautiful
place next to the sea ahwasa nice
last visit.

Annika enijoving the nice view

Reserve, myhost father said he
RARY QG GKAY]
Addo, but a lot of elephants from
close. Our visit in Addo started a bit
boring not seeing any aninsht all.
But finally wegot to a water hole
seeing a big herd of elephants. After
that we were actually happy. But
then, (Surprise!) we first saw a tio
ess laying around, then one drinking
water next to the elephants at that
g GSN) K2fS | yR
saw two lioness ryying to catch a
Kudu!! That was a big thing for me.
We were waiting for the lioness to
attack the Kudu for a while, so that
our necks got stiff because oflit
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Unfortunately we had to drive for a
loadStiME badk yBat wé wedtyardund: G
Lesotho so that we could visit the
Golden Gate that consists of beaut

ful mountains.

The whole trip was a wonderfulxe
perience for me and | am very glad
that | got the chance to go there.
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Trip to Mpumalanga and the Kruger Park

Anna Vorhees, USA

Early Wednesday morning on April 8
| was picked up at my house for the
Mpumalan@ / Kruger Park tour.
There were eleven people in total
who went. This included Werner, our
organizer and fearless leadehis
father and his two sons (Marko and
Tian) plus seven exchange students
including Tamas, Pierre, Victor, Ma
kus, Felix, Lily and myself, Anna. We
were all excited to see each other
again and had a long drive ahead of
us to catch up.

Our first activityfor the day was a
ONAST aK2LIWLAyYy3
Afterwards we went to a beautiful
waterfall that was surrounded by
dense woods. We were able to go to
a few more flea mekets where we
were able to find many niceou\e-
nirs. That night we stayed intzoard-
ing house in Sabie. Wernemade
spaghetti for us, Pierre showed us a
trick and we watched a movie on
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Window. It is an amazing mountain
view surrounded by a rainforest. We
went to the Pinnicle which ia nau-

ral stone formation that somehow
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ended up as a very large rectangle
standing on its side.

We spent the next few hours at an
animal rehabitation center. We
were given a brief presentation and
a tour of the center. We saw hyenas,
lions, lepards, witl dogs and much
more. We were lucky because we
were quickly able to pet a cheetah,
two baby rhinos and to enter a cage
filled with huge vultures. Markus was
even able to have one come sit on
his arm while he fed it! It was very
nice, even though most of ¢ vu-
tures gyeretre}\aI}y

/
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Markus with vulture

That night we set up two large tents
and camped out in Hazy View. A few
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of us forgot sleeping bags so it was a

good thing Werner took a couple
extra.

April 1d"ce Y 3Q { 65§
Birthday! Unhfortunately for him he
wasQid FofS G2
early to get a head start on our day
in Kruger Park. | was very excited to
go because it was my first time
there. We all pretended to be true
born South Africans so we were able
to enter quicker and cheaper. Then
the hunt was on!

We drove most of the day andl-a
though we did not see any lions or
opards, we saw the rest of the big
five, elephants, buffalos and rhinos.
We also saw baboons, hipposi-
raffes crocodiles, mokeys, Zazoo
0ANRa oOL R2yQi
only that it is the bird from Lion King)
and many deer.

We left the park to go back to the
tents. We did a bit of swimming and
made dinner. | learned how to make
pap! There was lot of photo exchgn
ing to make sure everyone had all
the pictures because the nextag
was our last day. We had a long drive
back. On the way home we stopped
at the Sudwala Caves. They were
nice and had some funny formations
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including one formation that looked
like King Kong.

Markus, Tamas, Anna and Felix

Unfortunately not everyone was
feeling well on the ride bacK.he car
was mostly quiet, especially ©B
pared to the other daysOne by one
we had to say our goodbyes and
drop people off We were sad to go
but we had a lot of fun. | would just

like to say thank you to everyone _
yIYS

YFU is looking for families who would
like to open their hearts and homes to
one of our students. If you would like
to host one of our students or know
someone in your community who
would, please contact us.




Ke a boya

Miriam Hecht, Germany

KeaboyalL Qf t 06 S
promised my sister Mahlatse the day
we left Seshego at the end of Febr
ary.

And | lept my promise. Friday, April
3, | climbed the bus to Polokwane.
After a long ride | finally arrived at
the familiaz Shell garage. Seeing
Mahlatse coming around the corner,
INBSGAY3 YS mddeldek
(my African name), hope you had a
YyAOS G NRLE
having come home.

| had an awesome time meeting our
friends every day, living the African
township way | got to love so much.
As usual for the township you cannot
walk around without meeting soe

one you know. Chego and Prince,
classmates at Mohlakanerg High
School, were indeed quite surprised
G2 asSsS GKS
having come back.

The most surprising event for me
was another one though. A friend of
Ye araidSNRna
close by. | soon found out that he
has worked in Frankfurt, Germany.
My home city, Darmstadt, happens
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to be not so far from there so led
cided to ask mh whether he knows
the place. As coincidence wants it he
Ha& beerf thered Kiditédl our great
shopping mall and he is going back to

Germany in Sgember!
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Unfortunately the 1.5 weeks went by
far too quick even though | have to
say | was somehow looking forward
G2 aSSay3a vye
Pretoria.

With a last Spepahlo in my bag |
climbed the bus again but this time
seeing the Shell garage getting

smaller and smaller in the distance.
O0BKAGS LISNE2YO

| might not ever again walk down the
familiar street, pass the cell Wise,

GKS FTNASYRQaA
used to buy Spegdo every second
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again nor anyone else who made my
stay in Seshego special. But | can
claim to have madexperiences that

are irreplaceable and now | am not
talking about the Mopani worm that
| chewed on for five mutes before |
could swallow it!

had to say goodbye to our German
friends, too and travelled to Puebla,
the city of Angels, with beautiful old
buildings and Cathedrals andven
volcanoes

YFU Training in Mexico

Rynette Scholtz, South Africa We also visigd Mexico Citythe Sun
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and Moon pyramids and we went on
a busride through the entire city
seeingold buildings and statues and
more friendly people. On Frady | say
goodbye to Ornella and Peter and
return to Puebla where | stayed with
an YFU volunteer and her son and
we had a wonderful time dgether,
visiting flea markets and museums.
Then it was time to say goodbye to
Mexico and the people. Thank you to
everybody who made this possible, |
will never forget it!

After a long flight | finally arrivcein
Mexico, where the journey wenbn

to Cuernavaca. Cueavaca is a busy
city with very friendly peofe. On
Thursday night we had the opening
of our traning workshop and met
friendly and open YFU represent
tives from all over the world, which
made me feelright at home. The
training went on for threedayswith
very interesting topics. lalready
knew back thenthat it will help me
Wity Wolk &of YFO.IOR “Satuﬁja@/
night YFU Mxco su-
prised us witha Dinner in
Xochicalco, anarchec
logical site outside of '®
Cugnavaca what a g
wonderful exgrience!

Sunday,March 29 trai- =
ning was over and it was YFU representatives from all over the world

Upcoming YFU Events

amy new friends, and started on a
little private tour with Sonja and
Lena from Germany an@rnella and
Peter from Switzdand to a silver
mining town calledTaxco Then we

ReEntry Orientation June 5-6
Family Day and Farewe June 6
Students Leave June 25 - 30

New Students Arrival

July 6







