
It is time to follow new directions, for 
me to leave and others to come, as our 
new Gauteng Intern Aliine or Inbound 
students and Kinder Huis Volunteer for 
Bloemfontein. Find out more about 
them and read what has been going on 
with YFU during the last months in this 
edition, enjoy the info, enjoy your 
selves and be sure that I will not forget 
you! 
 
Love and hugs and best wishes to all 
of you, 
 
Lisa Hannemann 
 

 

YOUTH FOR UNDERSTANDING 
NEWSLETTER JANUARY 2010 

 
 
Dear YFU Friends and Families, 
 
I hope all of you had a festive season full of joy and arrived safely in our new year 
2010! That time flies I can feel it every day as my half year stay and internship in 
South Africa is about to finish. I have had a great time, met amazing people, been to 
beautiful places, learned uncountable things and made unique experiences which 
will always make me remember and appreciate that I had the opportunity to come to 
this corner of our world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BLOEMFONTEIN NEWS  

 
As you know I try to do something special each month! Actually its hard work 
because Bloemfontein does not have all that entertainment that other cities offer. 
Any way!  
We first start the year to know each other with a braai at my house. It was really nice 
to get everyone together and óto findô each other. 
We did a go-kart competition. Everybody enjoyed it. Miriam was the óSTARô in history 
when she flipped the go-kart. Fortunately it was not that serious, only a torn pants 
and a damaged ego! After that we enjoyed pizzas at my house 
 
Each first weekend of the summer months, the local ZOO offers a zoo snooze. Then 
we sleep in the zoo in tents at during the evening the feed all ócatô type animals like 
tigers, lions, cheetahs etc.  



We óimportedô two friends from Pretoria, 
Lisa and Benj, to show them how nice 
the Free Staters can be and we went for 
a game of paintball. Everybody enjoyed 
it so much! And they asked me to come 
and join them but I said NO! because I 
will be every ones targeté big and slow! 
  
Some of the students were privileged to 
have travelled with me and visited 
Upington, Augrabies waterfall, Kimberley 
and even Durban. 
 

My name is Aliine and I will be an intern in Pretoria from 
February till April. I'm from Estonia and I was an YFU 
exchange student in Ecuador from 2007 to 2008.  
Estonia is a tiny-tiny country in northern Europe (just 
below Finland and above Latvia) and right now it's 
wintertime - we have 50 cm snow and -15 ! I really like 

snow and cold weather, but I like summer and sun a lot 
more - it might just be one of the reasons I'm already 
looking forward for my internship :) 
 

I speak English, Spanish and Estonian fluently, so if you 
have any questions, feel free to address me in any of 
those languages. I like to read a lot and take photos, and 
lately I have started to explore the fun of snowboarding. 
I'm really looking forward to meeting all of the YFU people 
in South Africa and exploring your wonderful country! 
Hope to see you soon!                                  Aliine Lotman 
 

That specific night all does not work out fine for us because just after the braai and 
after we ate, it started raining. We were forced into the tents and all went to bed very 
early. We want to re-do this and I think it will be great if we do it again with the new 
inbounds of January 2010. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the pipelineé.Donôt know if you should mention this now, but we want to visit the 
crocodile farm and a game reserve, the cheetah experience, a trip to Kimberley to 
pay the BIG HOLE a visit and maybe a visit to a real old DRIVE INN. That is a 
cinema where you sit in the car and watch a movie on a big screen. 
 
Bloemfontein also now has a óWATERWORLDô and I really want to take the group 
there for a great day of funé and lots and lots of sunscreen hehehe because this 
Free State sun does not ask questions, it just burns you. 
We are already planning a fun filled trip to Durban. We want to do it in the cheapest 
way BUT want lots of fun. This will happen in the March holiday period. 
 
Well otherwise the students enjoyed the stay so far é I hope!   
 

Joubert van Zyl (YFU-SA Regional Director of Free State) 

 
 

HI  FROM  ESTONIA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At one of the first summer days in 
October most of the Gauteng students 
and their host families have met at the 
Sinoville Swimming Pool. I arrived there 
with the first group and at the beginning 
I never thought that all the 60 people we 
expected would really come. But one 
after another arrived and we had a really 
nice time.  
 
It was a very nice idea that everybody 
had to bring some special food from 
their country that everybody could try.  
 
 
 
 
 

Catching up with each 
others experiences and 
chattering took our evening 
quickly and after guitar 
lullabies, everyone was 
ready for the sleeping bag 
equipped night. 
 
On the morning we headed 
to Sun City, the famous 
theme park of SA. The 
weather was perfect, the 
mood was right and our 
excitement turned into a 
great day.  
 
 
 
 

FAMILY DAY AT THE POOL 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Another really good thing was the swimming pool for cooling down and playing 
Frisbee and doing diving competitions. All in all it was just a very nice day. 
 

Benjamin Täschler (from Switzerland, now in Pretoria) 

 
 
 
 
 

PILANESBERG WEEKEND 

 
 
In the middle of November, a small group of Gauteng-students took off to 
Pilanesberg for a weekend. After about an hours drive we arrived to the camping 
area and settled down for the night.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sun City seemed to have it 
all, the entertainment, people, 
beautiful sights and the vibe. 
Day passed in no time, 
hanging in the pools and 
waterslides, busy burning our 
light skins.  
 
When the evening arrived, 
everyone was tired but happy. 
Sun City seriously impressed 
us all! Camp was calling us 
for a nice dinner and 
traditional stories. 
 
 
 
 

We were very lucky to see 
most of famous big mammals; 
elephants, rhinos, giraffes, 
zebras, hippos, bocks, and a 
lot more. After lunch we went 
for another game ïdrive in full 
daylight, and even tough the 
scenes were absolutely 
stunning, all of us were a bit 
too tired to pay attention to 
the animalsé 
After this weekend we all 
came back home with 
unforgettable memories and a 
smile on our faces! 
 
 
 

Leaving surferôs paradise to stop in an area 
of canyons, rives and forests, heading to 
the dry Karoo, driving next to wine lands to 
finally arrive in the mother city. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday woke us up early, 5am. That days plan was to go for game drives that for 
most of us were the first ones experienced in South Africa. The natural reserve if 
Pilanesberg was best to see on the morning-time, when all the animals wake up and 
start searching for water.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emmi Korkalainen (from Finland, now in Pretoria) 

 
 
 
 

CAPE TOUR  2009 

 
756 kilometers were taken in 14 days by 32 Students together with 5 Volunteers. 
The groups from Gauteng, Free State, Eastern and Western Cape met in the end of 
November in Port Elizabeth to start an unforgettable journey. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specials 
 
ñEvery day had its own Highlight. That 
could be a view, a moment or just the nice 
chat to your friends.ò 
 

Mara Nigg, PE, Switzerland 
 


